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munications of intelligent natives, which,
after all we can acquire, little informs us
on the real character, manners, and
feelings of the people, when removed
from the restraints of foreign espionage.
It is therefore only on festive occasions,
when the population of the towns seek
the plains and neighbouring country, for
the purpose of diversion, that they appear
in a natural and unaffected character; and
the result of the observation is, that the
Hindoos are a peculiarly social people,
delighting in raillery, and easily excited
to gaiety and mirth. An Asiatic crowd
unites a greater variety of picturesque
effects than any other in the world, and
the most perfect harmony and good-nature
prevail among its members. The older
persons gossip, and exchange jests on
each other, not deficient in wit; and the
younger parties stroll about, with their
arms encircling each other's necks, ex-
changing the most gentle and endearing
epithets, as they laugh and chat, on what-